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the other defendants. Townley did 
not, one of the government memos 
states, simply contact four of the de- 
fendants " • out of the blue’ ” on Sept. 
10, 1076 — 11 days before Letelier and 
an aide, Ronni Moffltt, were blown up 
in an auto on Sheridan Circle. Town* 
ley had a “pre-existing relationship 1 ’ 
with five, of the defendant#, according 
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A “substantial number” of wit- 
nesse# for the prosecution against 
eight men charged in the bombing 
death of former Chilean ambassador 
Orlando Letelier have told the gov- 
ernment they fear “Physical retails- 
,” according to court documents 
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th ® FBI and the r e»®* nln S three 

exactly how many. Two - of the wit- ^ Chileans whose extradition is be- 

ing (ought by the United State*. 

-The United States formally re- 
quested extradition of Gen. Juan Man- 
uel Contreras Sepulveda, former head 
of Chile’s old secret police force* 
known as DINA; Pedro Eapinoza 
Bravo, who was DINA’s director of op- 
erations when Letelier was killed, and 
Armando Fernandez Larioe, ■ DINA 
agent who -allegedly helped arrange 
lUf, have the* assassination. All three are under 


nesses known to be unde 
of mtnhals are Michael 
who has admitted plr 
that killed Letalitr 
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fense requests for evidence gathered w ^ et ij er to extradite the three, 
by the government, prosecutors as- Thr trial Is scheduled to begin in 
sorted that “there is no evidence j an uary.rA#sistant United States At* 
the Central Intel- torney Eugene M. Propper saldyester- 

U|ence Agency had fcflowV day that the trial would proceed on 


lUr (rnwln^jo^Mme 1 ^ ma°y hi 
popular pastime and interesting 
tail party conversation to level . 
fouhded charges at the Central Hite: 
gence Agency,” one document stab 
••there Is not the slightest scintilla 
evidence to indicate CIA 
or knowledge of this 
According to the pi 

random* Townley ... - 

“unrelated” contacts with the 
1970 or 1971 and again in lf“ 


military arrest while the president of 
de " the Chilean Supreme Court decides 


schedule, whether or not the three 
men art extradited and whether or 
not they, are extradited “on time.” 
Propper declined to say whether 
any of the prosecution witnesses have 
actually been threatened or whether 
they simply have expressed general 
r . con earn. . and anxiety .about their 
safety, j ’• . ■ ‘i; - • 

The government also is opposing an 
effort by the defense to change the lo- 
in cale of the trial from Washington on 
>th‘ the grounds of excessive pretrial pub- 


initiated by Townley. “These two inei- llcity. Comparing the publicity In the 

dents represent the sum total of con- Watergate trial to this case, the gov- 

tacts between the CIA and Mr. Town- ernment argued, is, “in sheer terms of 

ley “ the memo says. weight, Uke comparing a whale to a 

The government memos offer iddi* minnow ,, -Htnd yet no change of loca- 
tional Information about the nature of tion was granted for the Watergate 

the relationship between Townley and trials. 
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